ORIENTAL MARTYR*

How is one, finally, to sum up Jones's life and work ? Within the
short span of forty-eight years (1746-94), there was so much that he
accomplished and so much more that he initiated. His was a precocious
mind, which, restlessly active, wrestled with problems of a wide range
till the very day of his passing away. It is thus appropriate that Garland
Cannon should call him 'an Oriental Martyr/

He was born of an eminent father who created the right domestic
background for intellectual growth, and after his father's death his mother
brought him up with devoted care and steady purposiveness. Nature
richly endowed him with unusual powers of comprehension and
memory, and he had the good fortune of receiving the competent and
creative guidance of Dr Sumner. On the latter's death, the following
was the tribute paid by Jones in his COMMENTARIES,

"...no man, surely, was more distinguished for
genius, integrity, an admirable temper most humane
manners, exquisite learning; he had, besides, such
a talent of communicating and instructing, as I never
knew in any other master; lastly, such a cheerfulness
and sweetness, that it was absolutely doubtful
whether he was most agreeable to his friends or to
his scholars. Both in the Greek and Latin languages
he was deeply versed, yet, like another Socrates,
he wrote very little himself, though no one had
more skill and precision in correcting the faults, or
admiring the beauties, of other writers."

Dr. Sumner was Jones's shaping spirit and it was at his hands that
Jones cultivated a wide liberal intellectual background and essayed his
first writings. Besides, he was born in an age which was passingthrough
atransition, in politics evolving Liberalism and in literature Romanticism.
Although Law had attracted him very little in the beginning, it was
ultimately as a judge that he came to India and this circumstance was
responsible for the pioneering role that he played in bringing East and
West together in a new fruitful fellowship.

The British occupation of India is a curious, unique, historical event
A few speculative merchants had come to India on a joint venture 01
turning an 'honest penny'; they never had any intentions of assuming
power or responsibility for the rule of the country. But once the die
was cast, the game had perforce to be pressed to its conclusion, Thus, ir
the words of a historian, "Never, it may be confidently asserted, was
therea more unwillingor unambitious conqueror than England in India.'
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